
Alcott Parent Teacher Group Meeting Minutes
February 14, 2018

Present:

Cheri Driscoll Cheryl Dreyer Mary Alice 
Mudge Liz  Crowell Heidi Webster

Claire O’Brien Tracey Marano  

Principal: Sharon Young*
School Staff Liaison: John Peachey* * indicates attendance

NEW BUSINESS
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
Electronic progress reports for the first time. There is a remaining problem with folks being able 
to “see” before the report is done.  
Health forms are problematic; Paula, the nurse, will follow-up and make sure that folks don’t 
have to resubmit. 

5th grade went to Innovation Lab. Solved a group problem about electricity. In the afternoon, 

they had stations with choices. They loved it.  5th grade will go again; 4th grade will go in 
March.  Next  year,  each grade will  go twice.  There will  be a  school-wide stem activity  re: 

bridges on March 7th.  This may be our last school-wide STEM activity. The innovation lab will 
be used twice by each grade moving toward.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Vaping  and  Drug  problems  at  CCHS  is  up.   The  question  of  when  and  how  to  educate 
elementary school kids about upcoming, dangerous behaviors.  Possibility of incorporating it 
into fourth/fifth health ed. Parent Education on Vaping upcoming. 

The Silent Auction at the Middle School provided the school with playground improvements 
including structures, gaga pit, et.al.   They have resubmitted for state funding.  

In 2019, we will have the ability to have 6th graders all at Peabody.  There are logistics such as 
staffing, schedules, etc. to make it work. 
Strategic Planning Committee working on planning a vision for the next five-years.

The Budget Concerns are moving towards Finance Committee and Town Meeting.  The Finance 
and  School  Committee  guidelines  are  not  aligned.   They  are  having  coffees  to  keep  folks 
informed on the issues and to encourage people to go to Town Meeting. 
There are ethics issues regarding the role of the PTG. The goal is to send out information that 



does not violate legal issues but keeps folks in the loop about the impact of budget on kids. 
John Peachey said that teachers might be reminding parents, not on school grounds. 
Lost and Found (Mary Alice Mudge) The goal is to come up with a better system for lost and 
found.  There are a lot of lost items; we are donating about $3,000 worth of items.  
There is a decrease in piles possibly due to teacher communication.
Each month the bins are cleaned. Labeled items are returned.  However, this has not really made 
the piles go down.  
Washed items have been used internally, which serves the needs of students. 
A discussed ensued about how to be pro-active about the tremendous glut of lost items.  
Ideas included: tagging a lost and found event, and going through Mabel’s Labels to provide 
parents with labels, during Family Fun night.  
The lost shall be found! 
Immediate Volunteer Needs 

Kindergarten Registration – volunteers needed.  4/24 and 5/1 1 2. 
Math Night – Room parent for volunteers?

Volunteerism 
Pull people in and educate them in the process.  
A survey was sent to current volunteers to get info.
Twito will send out a slate with information about committees/job descriptions.

Parent Social  - lots of donations so far!  Talk it up!  

The next meeting will be March 13, 2018 at 9 a.m. in the Teachers’ Room. 

Submitted by,

Liz Crowell, PTG Secretary


